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TRI STATE ASSOCIATION

MARYLAND * DELAWARE * DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

BEAUTY AND TALENT DEPARTMENT

MISSION:   To recruit, assist and feature young ladies 16 to 19 years of age to serve as contestants in a competition to intensify the traits of womanhood and to instill the values of humility and fairness by providing a quality  experience in recognizing and developing  their natural artistic talent and beauty.  
PURPOSE: The Beauty and Talent Pageant is intended to promote and enhance personal, social and emotional growth in our contestants. The Pageant requires the contestants to participate in the group seminars, lectures and social activities as new relationships are developed and the contestants recognize and build their own personal skills. 

Overall Summary: The Pageant is open to all eligible young ladies 16 to 19 years of age and operates under a non-profit organization, The Improved Benevolent Protective Order of the Elks of the World with no entry fees. To defray the cost of competing, contestants, parents and Elks members may sponsor and participate in various fund raisers, sell raffle tickets or advertising pages for a Pageant Ad book in addition to recruiting local businesses, friends and family sponsor the contestants with donations.
 Our Beauty and Talent Pageant program specifically, we allocate time as follows: 

· 5%------Recruit organization and community members to serve as department members to implement and supervise our annual pageant;
· 10%----conduct department meetings with members to plan annual pageant ;

· 5%------administration and marketing ---- update website, process public donations, coordinate suitable facilities and other activities related to pageant operations;

· 15%----recruit and develop community partnerships to sponsor contestants and pageant expenses; 

· 10%-----research, develop and enhance pageant educational materials as well as replace outdated materials; 

· 15%-----deliver pageant presentations, seminars, lectures as well as pageant production and publication of pageant materials and information; and 

· 40%----conduct rehearsal sessions to introduce national pageant rules and regulations as well as providing guidance for pageant performance. 

Our Beauty and Talent program is advertised to the general public as follow: 

· traditional media, including newspapers, school flyers, radio and TV public service announcements, church bulletins, community, lodges, temple, organizations, previous contestants and community word of mouth;

· electronic media, including website, url www.ibpoew.org and Ustream TV webcasts

· various member social media outlets, including Facebook, Twitter and Instagram

Selection Process:

Local Lodges recruit young ladies ages 16 to 19 years of age to serve as contestants in our annual State Beauty and Talent Pageant. The competition consists of five (5) categories which are: casual wear, swim wear, talent, evening wear and an interview segment.  Each contestant completes an application packet and is awarded a variety of prizes, such as sashes, trophies, personal gift items, certificates, academic funds, tiara, trips and recognition.  The contestants compete live and on stage under judging criteria using numeric scale ratings. We encourage the contestants to use the academic funds to further their educational goals and to improve or enhance their personal confidence and self-esteem. 

The winner of our State Pageant receives an all-expense paid trip to our National Convention to participate in our National Beauty and Talent Pageant. Again, each State winner represents their State as they display their talent and natural beauty in the national competition. All contestants are awarded a variety of prizes which may include sashes, tiara, trophies, certificates and personal gifts. The national winner will also receive some academic funds to further her education and to improve her self-esteem. This event also offers an opportunity for the young ladies to meet individuals from all parts of the world who share a similar interest and develop long standing relationships. The national winner will also gain national recognition in our Elk journals and newspapers, press releases and website postings. 

Recently, one of our national winner, Miss Kia Hampton, who is legally blind, won the title of 2007 Miss I.B.P.O.Elks of the World, then four (4) years later participated and won the Kentucky Miss USA Pageant. Ms. Hampton became the first African-American to represent the State of Kentucky in the national Miss USA Pageant held in Las Vegas, Nevada where she won Miss Congeniality. 
Program Participant Requirements: 

There is no mandatory requirement that the pageant winner represents the organization for a period of time after they win. In addition, there is no agreement that the winner must sign. However, if agreeable and scheduling permits, the organization may request the winner to represent our organization for a period of one year on a “as needed basis” in promoting our Beauty and Talent program in our organization, communities and various civic functions. 

During the following year, the current winner will also participate in the recruitment and training for the next group of contestants. The current winner will also participate in the next year Pageant, take her final walk as the reigning queen and have the opportunity to crown the new pageant queen. 
Contestants Benefits Are: 

· Boosts Self Esteem

· Builds Confidence

· Offers Travel Opportunities

· Promotes long lasting Friendship 

· Teaches Posture and Poise

· Requires Flexibility 
· Teaches Discipline and Patience

· Requires Routine

· Offers a Sense of Accomplishment

· Improves Communication Skills

· Increases Community Awareness 
· Exposes Career Opportunities

· Offers Charity and Community Services  Opportunities

· Teaches Life Skills; sometimes you win and sometimes you lose

· Encourages Stage and Vocal Presentation 

· Displays Individual Talent 

· Teaches Adaptation and Respect for Others

· Inspires Each Other

· Improves Overall Personal, Social and Emotional Growth
 Community Benefits Are: 

· Enhances Community Awareness of Local Businesses and Organizations 
· Promotes Community Partnerships

· Develops Productive and Positive Youths

· Develops Potential Community Leaders 

· Offers Advertisement for Local Sponsors and Businesses

· Offers Opportunities for Businesses to receive Charity and Community Services

· Creates Youth Role Models 
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